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Press Statement from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates of the State of Palestine

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs Rejects Israeli Imposition of
Taxes on Churches in Occupied Jerusalem
Saturday 29 June 2024

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates of the State of Palestine unequivocally condemns
the recent actions by Israel, the illegal occupying power, to impose taxes on churches, their
institutions, and properties in the occupied city of Jerusalem through its so-called “occupation
municipalities”. These actions are a blatant violation of international law and the city's historical
and legal “Status Quo”.

Israel's imposition of these taxes is illegal. Israel as an occupying power has no sovereignty over
Jerusalem. Sovereignty over Jerusalem belongs exclusively to the Palestinian people and their
legitimate leadership. These unlawful measures are perceived as part of a broader strategy of
extermination and ethnic cleansing that Israel is practising against all the Palestinian People,
particularly targeting the authentic Palestinian Christian presence in the Holy Land, most notably
in Jerusalem.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates issues a stern warning about Israel's targeting of
the Christian presence, which includes systematic persecution and attacks against Palestinian
Christians and clergy. This deliberate targeting aims to undermine the authentic Palestinian
Christian presence and transform the political conflict with the presence of an illegal occupation,
into a religious one.

We express our deep appreciation for the principled and courageous positions taken by the
Patriarchs and Heads of Churches who have rejected these illegal measures. Their steadfastness is
a beacon of hope and resistance against these oppressive policies. We call upon all countries to
support the positions of the churches and the State of Palestine and to intervene to halt these
serious violations of international law, UN Security Council resolutions, and the historical and legal
Status Quo.

The Ministry urges all states, institutions, and international organizations, including Christian and
human rights institutions, to send a clear message to Israel to cease targeting churches and their
properties. We call for the consideration of punitive measures against these provocative and illegal
practices. Countries must align their actions with their principles in protecting the authentic
Christian presence in the Holy Land of Palestine.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates remains committed to defending the rights of the
Palestinian people and the Christian community in Jerusalem and calls for global solidarity and
action to uphold justice and international law.

Ends.
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ANAwon TOTov Tov Ynovpyeiov E¥mtepikwv kat Amodnuwyv tov Kpatovg ¢ MMadaiotivng

To Yrovpyeio EEwtepikwv kat ATodnuwv ¢ Malatotivyc anoppintel tv Iopoaniwvi)
emBoAn POPWV 0TI EKKANGIEG 0TV kKaTteXOuevn Iepovcainp.

TapBato 29 Iovviov 2024
To Ymoupyeio EEwtepikwv kat Amoduwv touv Kpdtoug ¢ [adatotivng katadikdlel amepippaota
TIG TIPOCPATEG EVEPYELEG TOV lopamnA, TNG TAPAVOUNG KATOXIKNG SUVAUNG, VA ETIREAEL POPOVS OTLS
EKKANOLESG, T IOPUUATA TOUG KL TIG TIEPLOVGIEG TOUG OTNV KATEXOUEVT] TIOAT TNG [epovcaAnu Héow
TWV ATIOKOAOUUEVWY "KATOXIKWV SNUwV". Ol EVEPYELEG AUTEG ATTOTEAOVV KATAPWPN Ttapafiaon
Tov SteBvoug Sikaiov kAl Tou LoToplKoL Kal vopkov "Status Quo” tng moAng.

H emiBoAn avtwv Twv @opwv atd to lopanA eivat mapdavoun. To IopanA wg katoyikn SVvaun dev
éxel kaplo kuplapyla emi ™ lepovoainp. H kuplapyia emi tng [epovcaAnp avikel amoKAELOTIKG
otov [TadaoTviako Aad Kat Tn VOULUN Nyeoia Tov. AUTd Ta TTapdvoua HETPA YIVOVTAL AVTIANTITA
WG UEPOG ULAG EVPUTEPTG OTPATNYIKNG EOVTWONGS Kal eBvokabapong mov e@apudlel to Iopani
evavTtiov 0Aov Tov IMaAatotviako AaoV, atoxevovtag Wolaitepa oty avbevtikny [MaAalotiviakn
Xplotiavikn mapovoia otoug Ayioug TéToUG, Kupiwg otV IepovcaAn .

To Ymovpyeio EEwtepikwv kot AToS1uwVv amevBUuveL auotnpr) TPOELSOTIONON Yl TN 6TOXOTOoN oM
™G XPLOTLAVIKNG Tapovciag amd to lopamA, n omola meplapfdvel cLOTNUATIKEG SLWEELS KaL
emBEoels evavtiov [TaAALGTIVIWV XPLOTIAV®OV KoL KANPLK®V. AUTT) 1) OKOTILLT GTOXO0TIO(1 0T 6TOXEVEL
OTNV UVTIOVOUEVON TNG AUBOEVTIKNG XPLOTLAVIKNG TIapovoiag Twv [TadaloTviwy Kol 0T HETATPOT
NG TOALTIKNG GUYKPOUONG, LE TNV TIAPOV G LLAG TTAPAVOUNG KATOXNG, OE OPNOKEVTIKT).

Ex@palovpe ™ Babid ektipnon pag yux tig yevvaieg 8ol twv Matplapywv kat Twv Emike@aing
Twv EkkAnowwv mov améppuav autd ta mapavopa pEtpa. H otabepdtntd Toug amoteAel @dpo
EATIIS G KoL avTIOTAON G EVAVTLX OE AUTEG TIG KATATILECTIKEG TIOALTIKEG. KaAoU e OAEG TIG XWPES Vo
VOO TN PIEOVV TIG BETELS TWV EKKANGLWV KAl TOV Kpdtoug NS [TaAaiotivng kat va mapéufouv yia
VO OTOUATO0VV aUTEG oL coBapés TapafLaoels tov S1eBvoug Sikalov, TwV ATOPAGEWY TOU
ZupBoviiov Acaieiag tov OHE kot Tou 1otopikov kat voutkoL Status Quo.

To Ymoupyelo xodel OAa Ta kpdtn, Toug Oeopovg kat Toug OlEBvels opyaviopovg,
OLUTIEPAAUBAVOUEVWY TWV XPLOTLAVIKWY KAL TWV POPEWV aVOPWTIVWV SIKAWUATWY, VO GTEIAOUVY
Eva oa@ES Pvupa 0To lopamA va CTAUATIOEL VX OTOXOTIOLEL TIG EKKATGLEG KAL TIG TIEPLOVGIEG TOUG.
Zntolpe va €§eTAo0oVV TNV EMLROAN KUPWOEWV KATA TWV TPOKANTIK®OV AUTWV KAl TIHPAVOUWV
TPAKTIK®OV. Ol XWPEG TPETEL VA EVAPLOVIOOUV TIG EVEPYELEG TOUG UE TIG APXEG TOUG YLA TNV
TpooTacio TNG AVOEVTIKNG XPLOTLAVIKNG TTapovciag otoug Ayloug Témoug ¢ Madatotivng.

To Ymovupyeio Efwtepikyv kol ATOSNUWY TOPAUEVEL TIPOOAWUEVO OGTNV UTEPAGTILON TWV
Sikawpatwyv tov IMaAaloTviakoy Aaol Kol TG XPLOTLAVIKNG KOWVOTNTAS otnv lepovoainiu kot
KaAel o€ TAYKOOULX 0AANAEYYUT Kol SpAoT Yo TNV TPOAoTLoN NG SIKalooUvng Kat Tou dlebvoug
Swatiov.

T£)oc.
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